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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
Our new season got off to an inspiring start with a focus
on sustainability in Qatar - what's happening here and
now, as well as in the future with the 2022 FIFA World
Cup.
We also got an insider's glimpse into the wonderful
wealth of knowledge in Qatar's National Library.
Now, we're excited about 2020!
We've got lots planned: two overseas trips; a family
picnic

and

a

camping

trip,

plus

workshops

on

photography, first aid and another desert driving trip.
We look forward to seeing you at these events to learn
crucial skills and grow together as a group.
We always welcome your suggestions and love seeing
your contributions to our Citizen Science programme,
which is an important part of our role as a natural
history group.
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SPEAKERS THIS SEASON
Jose Saucedo, Director of Doha
Environmental
Actions
Project
(DEAP). Jose talked about the many
beach cleanups DEAP has conducted
since 2017 and gave us simple ways
we can all live a more sustainable life
in Qatar.

Christopher Alario, Map Librarian at
the Heritage Library, Qatar National
Library. Christopher talked about the
library's history - from Dar al-Kutub in
1962 to the Rem Koolhaas building we
have today. He also told us about its
special collections and historical
maps of Arabia.

Dr Tala Sahsuvaroglu, Sustainability
and Environmental Expert on the
Supreme Committee. Tala talked
about the sustainability of Qatar's
2022 FIFA World Cup stadiums - in
their construction, operation and
legacy.

Dr Hani Dalee, Astronomer. Hani
enticed us with the wonders of an
upcoming, rare solar ecplise at
sunrise on 26th December in this
mini-presentation. We all received a
free pair of sun shades for safe solar
viewing.
Thank you to all our speakers!

BEDOUIN-STYLE TRACKING
Qatar's Sustainability Week at the end of October was a fantastic chance for
QNHG to put on some extra rambles and this year we did not disappoint, with a
special nature tour led by Dr Aspa.
Aspa's knowledge of desert ecology combined with the expertise of animal
tracker

Raviv Cohen made for an exciting event tracking wildlife on the Al

Thakira coast using traditional Bedouin practices.
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More than 40 people enjoyed a footprint
hunt competition and footprint casting
using environmental-friendly plaster. There
was also a chance to learn about sustainable
lifestyle practices before restoring the area
and enjoying the sunset.
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BEACH CLEAN-UP
This season's talks got off to an
inspiring start with the Director of
Doha Environmental Actions Project
(DEAP), Jose Saucedo, telling us why
he spends every Friday picking up
other people's rubbish.
In the past two and a half years, DEAP
has organised 129 beach and sand
dune cleanups with 6,400 volunteers
to

remove

more

than

74,000

kilogrammes of waste.
Saucedo calls it "discovering Qatar
with a purpose".
DEAP wants to create a Qatar National
Beach Cleanup Day and with HE
Sheikha Al Mayassa recently joining
one of DEAP's cleanups, it may well be
within his sights.

GET INVOLVED!
Find out about each Friday's
clean up on Instagram
@deap_qatar
or Facebook @deapqatar

Researchers at Qatar University have
found
microplastics
present
everywhere in Qatar. Abandoned
fishing nets, lines and ropes are one of
the
main
sources
of
blue
microplastics, which is the most
prevalent colour of microplastics
found in Qatar, representing 75% of all
collected samples. Further research is
needed to determine the impact of
microplastic pollution on human
health.
Research at Qatar University has also
found the peninsula to be one of the
top generators of waste in the world
with an estimated 1.4kg/person/day.
Recent progress in recycling efforts
includes collection points for plastic,
batteries and metal cans at Al Meera
and the first phase of the
municipality's waste sorting and
recycling programme.

DESERT DRIVING
On 22nd November, we had our first desert driving workshop led by Caleb and
assisted by John.
We gathered at Sealine, and headed South after a detailed introduction into
basic safety gear, off-road rules, the topography of this part of the desert and its
traps.
We drove in convoy over the dunes, through some sabkhas and to the shores of
the Inland Sea.

Thanks to Caleb and John’s
guidance we avoided getting
stuck in soft sand and really
enjoyed the whole trip.
Everyone had a wonderful
learning experience, and we
look
forward
to
more
exploration of remote parts
of Qatar.

BIRDWATCHING
We've had two successful, albeit sweltering,
birdwatching trips this season!
In Irakaya Farm on 21st September, we
spotted

27

different

taxa

and

were

particularly pleased to see the Red-wattled
Lapwing and both the European and Blue
Cheeked Bee-eaters.
We marked October Big Day with a trip to Al
Karanah lagoons - another of Qatar's birder
hotspots and logged 37 taxa, including a little
owl caught on camera.
Our efforts contributed to the 6,666 different
species of birds recorded around the world on
that day.
October Big Day is an international bird
watching day set up by The Cornell Lab of
Ornithology. Anyone can join and record the Little Owl
Photo credit: Uma Pandiyan
birds they see on a global database.

Red-wattled Lapwing
Photo credit: Thierry Lesales

Turkestan Shrike
Photo credit: Thierry Lesales

Global Big Day 9th May 2020
Don't miss out!
Download the free App eBird Mobile
More info www.bird.org/globalbigday
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
Photo credit: Thierry Lesales

BUDDING BIRDWATCHERS
As part of Qatar Sustainability Week, QNHG
ran a kids' birding treasure hunt.
The little enthusiasts logged 15 different
taxa, proving you don't need to go out of
town or own a fancy pair of binoculars to go
birdwatching!

ARTISTS' CORNER
The birding treasure hunt inspired some very talented young painters!

Eloise, age 7

Esmee, age 10

Jennah, age 11

Keyaan, age 6

Iona, age 4

Elizabeth, age 4

CITIZEN SCIENCE
Steven Archer found this unusal visitor sitting on his balcony
sofa in The Pearl on 30th September.
The European Nightjar arrived at dawn, rested all day and
took off again after dark.
The family were careful not to disturb the bird as it was
probably exhausted on its migration from Europe to Africa.

Become a Citizen
Scientist!
Check out these
useful phone
Apps to help you
learn more about
flora & fauna in
Qatar:
Qatar eNature
iNaturalist
eBird
GoBIrd
And find more
about Citizen
Science on our
website:
www.QNHG.org

Adrian Tan caught a glimpse of this Falcon on
his West Bay balcony in August. He'd set up
CCTV to see who'd been stealing the eggs laid
by Laughing Doves.

What wildlife have
you spotted
around Qatar?
Send your
sightings to
photos@qnhg.org

UPCOMING SOLAR ECLIPSE
Those of us staying in Qatar this Christmas are in for a rare
treat on the morning of 26th December.
The Sun will rise eclipsed at 0617.
A big crescent of the Sun will be seen above the horizon
and at 0635, the Moon will be hiding 96% of the disc,
leaving a very thin, circular crescent of light, called an
annular eclipse.
This occurs when the Sun and Moon are in an exact line
with the Earth, but the apparent size of the Moon is smaller
than that of the Sun. Hence the Sun appears as a bright
ring, or annulus, surrounding the dark disk of the Moon.

Make sure you watch
the eclipse safely
using special glasses
that have certified
solar filters to block
the harmful part of
the Sun's radiation.
Or watch indirectly by
projecting an image
of the Sun onto white

The best location in Qatar to watch this spectacular event
will be the Old Emirates Road, south of Doha. There the
annulus will last for two minutes with a 97% eclipse.
Make sure you don't miss it - it won't be seen again for
decades!

paper using one lens
of your binoculars, a
telescope or 1mm hole
in some cardboard.
More info:
timeanddate.com/ecli
pse/make-pinholeprojector.html

Many thanks to Astronomer
Hani Dalee
for this information.
Join Hani to watch the
eclipse with an expert on
Katara beach and get a free
set of sunglasses for safe
viewing.

WHO'S WHO
ON THE COMMITTEE
Dr Thierry Lesales, Chairman
Geographer, Oryx Radio journalist
"QNHG motivates me to get out, meet people and enjoy nature."

Dr Aspa D Chatziefthimiou, Talks Coordinator
Visitng Research Scientist, Weill Cornell Medicine
"I am a fervent proponent of all efforts towards
environmental awareness, local nature and culture."
Ahmad Al Saygh, Qatari Liason Officer
Entrepreneurship Manager, Bedaya Center
"Sharing knowledge and exploring Qatar."

Claire Low-Kelly, Secretary
Domestic Goddess
"QNHG connects me to the very atom of Qatar, from knowing the
migratory birds to the fossils and cyanobacteria in the sabkhas."
Irina Partkya, Overseas Coordinator
Marketing Executive
"I am passionate about travelling, nature and history and QNHG gives
me the opportunity to combine all those activities."

Hala Rahim, Librarian
Land Use and Environmental Planner
"I greatly enjoy QNHG rambles with my 2 sons and husband
where I'm able to explore many parts of Qatar."

Hilal Malawi, Ramble Coordinator
Ooredoo
"A native of Syria, on my second residency of Qatar and QNHG
member since 2008."

Robert Moorhead, Ramble & Birding Coordinator
Engineerr
"I have a passion for the natural environment and look
forward to sharing this interest with members."

Kyounghee Malawi, Treasurer
Fomer internal auditor at Fortune 200 company, Entrepreneurship
"I love the desert and enjoy living in Qatar."

UPCOMING SOLAR ECLIPSE
Rebecca Sutherland, Membership Secretary
English Teacher
"QNHG has been a fantastic way to make friends and explore the
many natural spaces Qatar has to offer."
Khaled Zaki, PR Representative
Padi Diving Ambassador
"I was a guest speaker in 2018 and was impressed by the topics of
QNHG monthly talks and the fun, valuable trips."

Laura Brennan, Newsletter Editor
Former Al Jazeera news presenter and Founder, EcoSouk
"QNHG helps me connect to the natural world and to lots of
different people in Qatar."
Ouahiba Bouchenafa, Webmaster
IT Technical Support Specialist
"Joining QNHG was the best thing as I meet people with the same
interest in nature and culture."

COMING UP
15th January TALK
Birds in Qatar
Dr Becky Cramer
January RAMBLE
Golf Course birdwatching trip
January EVENT
Marmi International Falcon Festival

QNHG IS ON MEETUP!
Meetup is an online
service for local groups
and offers easy access
to the most current
information
about
QNHG.

January RAMBLE
FIFA Stadium visit

Sign up for information
on talks and rambles
and get notifications
of updates and new
events.

February TALK
Round-the-World Sailing Voyage to fight ocean plastics
Katrin Scholz-Barth

You can also connect
directly with QNHG
organisers.

February RAMBLE
Flower Each Spring

Download the Meetup
App on your phone or
sign up via the website:
www.meetup.com

26th February EVENT
Qatar Environment Day
OVERSEAS TRIPS
Kenya
Salalah, Oman
9th May EVENT
Global Big Day birdwatching trip
WATCH OUT FOR WORKSHOPS
First Aid
Photography
Desert Driving

STAY IN TOUCH!
Got something to include
in the newsletter?
Email: laurakyle@
rocketmail.com

Follow us:
www.qnhg.org

AND...
A family picnic!

facebook.com/qnhg.org
instagram.com/
qatarnaturalhistory

