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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

The chairman says, “HELP!!”

But first - The Good News!:

We have a full programme of Talks! (It’s not our fault if 
VCUQ book speakers the same nights as us, though I am going 
to try and approach them about liaison.) 

We’ve had as many rambles as the weather will allow! 
(Thanks June and David for fixing the Golf Club).

We’re hoping to arrange TWO trips over the second 
weekend of April! That’s cos there might be a visit from 
Dubai NHG, so watch out for social activities, too.

BUT . . .
But no, we haven’t had many Field Trips, and we don’t have many arranged, either. 

So Can YOU Help?   

We have maps, and location notes.  We have a rather fancy astronomical telescope. We have a 
megaphone and a first aid Kit. We have a crack team of Newsletter editors waiting to send out 
instructions and directions.  What we don’t have at the moment, is a person or persons to lead trips to 
nice places, cos the committee are too busy trying to get basic stuff sorted. No use asking me to lead 
people anywhere, as I always get lost. Too ready to do what I’m told, that’s my trouble. (Joke)

So - Here’s your chance to make a difference, and to be recognised. I, the Chairman of Qatar Natural 
History Group, will personally countersign any reference on your CV to QNHG services rendered, if you 
can help us (and your fellow members) to get out more.

Best, Leslie Butler 

QNHG KEY DATES IN FEBRUARY

February 7:  Monthly Meeting, DESS, 7:30pm  “Qatari Architecture”

February 9:  Bi-weekly Ramble – Sumaisma Beach

February 23:  Desert Fun Drive – “Desert Rose”

UPCOMING QNHG MEETINGS

The list on the next pages shows the guest speakers we hope to host at upcoming meetings.  Come join us 
at these meetings!! 

Wednesday, February 7th

Speaker: Dr. Ibrahim Jaidah

Subject of illustrated talk:   Doha’s Architecture:  Past and Present

WE 
NEED
YOU!!
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Ibrahim Jaidah will present an overview of the architectural styles found in Doha and 
some that have been lost to the new construction. Doha’s rapidly changing skyline 
includes the architecture of Ibrahim Jaidah. His design is heavily influenced by 
the buildings he grew up with. 

Ibrahim Mohammed Jaidah
Ibrahim Mohammed Jaidah is the Managing Director of Qatar-based Arab 
Engineering Bureau. As director of AEB, he dedicates his efforts to enhance 
the architectural style of modern Qatar while preserving essential elements of its distinctive historical 
legacy. Ibrahim’s research in this area is the basis for a book on Qatari architecture now underway for 
publication. During his tenure, he has worked on major projects such as the Diplomatic Club, Al-Fardan 
Tower at West Bay, and Qatari embassy buildings in Yemen, Sudan, and Turkey as well as consulates in 
Jeddah and Dubai.

Wednesday March 7th

Speaker:  Dr Drew Gardner

Subject of illustrated talk:    A Natural History of Jebel Akhdar, Oman 

A renowned wildlife photographer and a lively and popular speaker in constant demand in the UAE, Dr 
Drew Gardner lectures in Natural and Quantitative Sciences at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi. His 
specialist subject is reptiles, and many here will remember the fascinating talk he gave to the QNHG 
earlier this year on Arabian Snakes. Dr Gardner says his talk on the unique region of Jebel Akhdar will 
be about the origin, geology, people, vegetation zones, endemic species, trekking, juniper woodlands and 
so on... a bit of everything!

April (Date to be Finalized)

In April, British adventurer Mark Evans plans to come to Qatar from Oman to kayak 
around the entire coastline, in what will be a highly-publicised enterprise attracting 
international media coverage. He has already kayaked the 1700 km coastline of 
Oman. A professional speaker, Mark has generously promised to give a talk to the 
QNHG on his experiences, but a date cannot be arranged until nearer the time. It may 

also be possible for members to visit Mark at his overnight coastal camps during his time in Qatar. 

Come join us for these fascinating talks.!!

QNHG RAMBLERS

Hello!

Rambles are held every two weeks. They are Friday morning outings and usually we are 
back in Doha before midday. We go for a walk around places near to Doha to get some 
fresh air after a week at work and have a good chit chat! Unfortunately due to construction 
in Qatar we have lost at least three of our lovely regular walks. 

I gave up on having a Ramble at Wakra! So come rain or shine we will go to Sumeisma 
beach for a walk on this Friday. We will meet at the Al Wasil Petrol station at 9.30am on 
Friday, February 9. The petrol station is just after the golf course.   If you haven’t signed up yet 
for the Ramblers, please send me your contact information so I can include you on e-mails about our 
outings.
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Despite the bad weather and construction problems we 
have still managed a good variety of Rambles. Earlier in 
the season we went to Shananiya and walked along the 
camel track. Many people were riding camels and it was a 
colourful walk with great photo opportunities. We also 
went to the singing dunes and it was a lovely view from on
top of the dunes with fresh crisp air.   The Golf Club also 
allowed us to go for a ramble around the course before the 
Master’s tournament, although it was a little cloudy we all 
enjoyed walking through some greenery.

We are always looking for volunteers to lead a ramble 
especially if you live in Duhkan or Al Khor. This is a 
volunteer activity so we need your input to help sustain the Ramblers’ group. 

For the rambles we ask you to bring water and wear a sun hat. Please dress modestly; no shorts or vest t-
shirts. Also, no dogs please. The rambles are not suitable for children. 

To be put on the mailing list or volunteer please email me at: qatar_ramblers@yahoo.co.uk. Remember, 
you must contact me to be put on the mailing list – messages about Rambler outings are only sent to 
those persons who are on my list.

See you on a ramble soon! - June

NEWS FLASH!!  WEEKEND TRIP TO RAS AL KHAIMAH, UAE IN FEBRUARY

The QNHG, with the help of David Paul our Trips Coordinator, is planning to have a 
weekend getaway trip to Ras Al Khaimah on February 22-24.  The trip combines visits to 

archeological sites, museums and animal habitats – and on top of that you’ll even have
some time to do a bit of shopping in Dubai!!  Below is the tentative itinerary for the trip:

Day Station Itinerary
Thu 22 Feb Doha

Dubai

Leave for Dubai By QR 108 at 1800

Arrive at 2005. Transfer to Ras Al Khaimah Hotel.
Overnight.

Fri 23 Feb Ras Al Khaimah Breakfast at hotel.
Proceed on full day sight seeing of Ras Al Khaimah visiting 
among others: The architectural sites of Ras Al Khaimah, Khatt 
Springs.Located in the west of RAK mountain ranges; the Khatt 
Springs was opened for visitors in 1982. The magnificent 
landscape surrounding the springs soothes your mind and body. 
The natural springs of hot water flows forth at a depth of 350 
meters at a temperature of 40 degree centigrade. It has curative 
properties which a lot of ailing visitors from home and abroad 
have made use of.
Al Dheeb Farm Also visit the Al Dheeb Farm, a typical 

farmhouse, which was used during summer in the past.
The Old Souk Ras Al Khaimah's Old Souk and bazaars have a 
distinctive feel of the past. They have played a very important role 
in the country’s trade and commerce. A variety of traditional 
shopping, ranging from spices and curios to carpets, can be done 
from here. 
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Dubai

Dates Farm Date farming is considered to be one of the oldest 
agricultural activities in this region. The high quality and rich 
variety of RAK’s dates has a special recognition in local and 
export trade. A glimpse of the farming activity and arrangement of 
the tree plantation and hanging of dates are a rare sight to be seen 
and experienced. The Mangroves (Khor Al Beidah, Al Jazeerah 
Khor, and Hammraniyah Fields) for excellent bird watching. 

By 1800 leave for Dubai.
Arrive at around 1930. 
Overnight at Savoy Park Hotel Apartments.

Sat 24 Feb Dubai

Doha

Breakfast at Hotel.

Morning at Leisure for a walking tour of the Dubai heritage area, 
In the Shindagha area, along the Creek, the Heritage and Diving 
Villages provide a rare glimpse of Dubai’s traditional culture and 
lifestyleand for shopping.

Evening Transfer to airport. Leave by QR109 at 2105

Arrive at 2105.

End of Tour.

The estimated cost for the trip will be about 2130 QR, which includes air tickets, hotels and ground 
transportation.

If you are interested in attending either of these trips please contact David at 455 8761, 559 9701 or at
David’s e-mail address david.paul@mannai.com.qa.

EID AL FITR TRIP

Recognizing that it’s never too early to start planning, QNHG once again intends to hold a trip to an 
exciting destination during Eid Al Fitr during October 2007.   Rumour has it that Yemen and Iran are 
strong contenders for this year’s trip.  Last year’s trip to Tunisia was fantastic and we are hoping to have 
another great trip this coming Eid.  If you have any strong ideas of other places we should go, please let 
David Paul know using the contact information above.  Otherwise, watch the newsletter for more details.

OMAN TREK

Ed and Paula Hoeppner are planning to drive to scenic Oman during Spring 
Break and they are interested in meeting other members who might like to join 
them in in an adventure to some of the scenic wonders of Oman.  The trip 
would be held on March 30-April 7 and would be a mixture of camping and 
hotel stays.  The itinerary has not been finalized but would probably include a 
stop in Muscat to see the historic old forts and souq, Nizwa, Jebel Akhdar(Grand 
Canyon), Tiwi(Lovely date palm planatation and beach) and Sur(Dhow Building).  
If you are interested in joining this trek please contact Ed or Paula at 
ewhoeppner@hotmail.com.  The trip will be limited to a maximum of 10 vehicles – first come first 
served!  



6

DISCOVERING QATAR!
Copies of the new publication Discovering Qatar have arriived from the 
printers in Dubai! Written by Frances Gillespie, a former chairman and 
current committee member of the QNHG who has lived in Qatar for over 
20 years, it covers the topography, geology, history, traditional culture 
and natural history of this country. The book is based on a series of 
features published by Fran in the Gulf Times over the last decade, is 
lavishly illustrated with colour photographs and includes a map with the 
locations mentioned in the text. Some of the photographs of the nomadic 
bedouin of Qatar, taken in 1959, have never before been published, and 
there are pictures of fauna and flora taken by some of the foremost 
natural history photographers in the Gulf region. 

The book will be sold at the QNHG meetings and will be available soon 
from book shops, mall news stands, supermarkets and the Airport duty 
free, priced QAR 100. For signed copies please contact the author on 
467 5991. 

DNHG VISIT

It looks like the Dubai Natural History Group may be visiting Qatar around mid-April.  The DNHG club 
has been very gracious to us on the occasions when we visited their country and we are excited to have 
the opportunity to extend to them our own hospitality.  We plan to take them to the Inland Sea and to 
several locations around Doha.  There may be some opportunities to dine with the group during their 
visit.  

For this trip to work we need volunteers to help transport our guests on their sightseeing trips –
particularly the trip to the Inland Sea.  We’ll let you know the exact trip details when the DNHG finalizes 
their trip. 

February Field Trip

What We’ll See:  Desert Roses 

When:  Friday February 23 10.30 am

4WD vehicles required. If you do not have a 4WD, come along 
anyway and try to get a lift with anyone who has spare seats. We have never yet left anyone behind!

Meet: at the 'Tent' Petrol Station on the Dukhan Road.
This is the petrol station with white tent-shaped roofs, on the right-hand side of the road from Doha 
to Dukhan, before you come to Shahaniyah.

Desert roses are composed of gypsum [calcium sulphate] which is a relatively common mineral in the 
desert environment here. They acquire their name from their distinctive crystalline growth, where 
individual crystals grow together in a petal-like structure. They occur in various places in Qatar: in the 
sabkha on the outskirts of Mesaieed, where twinned 'swallow-tail crystals' are common, near Dukhan and 
in other areas. Desert roses sometimes outcrop on the ground surface but the best ones are found by 
digging!

Bring: Digging tools, sunhats, suncream, water supplies, picnic lunch, lots of good humour. Come 
prepared to enjoy a day out!

Field trip leaders: David Robertshaw, Fran and David Gillespie
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RECENT QNHG EVENTS

EXPERT DESCRIBES THE REGION'S RICH ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
PAST

At the January meeting around a hundred members attended archaeologist 
Heiko Kallweit's presentation on the Neolithic period of the Arabian 
Peninsula. Dr Kallweit, who provided a feature on the Neolithic for our 
autumn newsletter, is well-known as an expert on the period and worked for 
some years for the Abu Dhabi Islands Archaeological Survey before coming 
to Qatar. His particular interest is in the methods used to manufacture stone 
tools. 

He described the recording of various Neolithic sites 
throughout Arabia, which have proved to be far more 
numerous and widespread than anyone had imagined 
when recording began only 50 years ago. New sites are 
being discovered annually, and Qatar is home a number 
of these, including several areas where 6000-year-old 
'Ubaid painted pottery fragments have been found, 
originating in what is now Iraq. 

Heiko Kallweit's Powerpoint presentation was illustrated with many photos of the archaeological sites in 
Kuwait and the UAE on which he has worked. Despite the failure of the sound system half way through 
the talk, the presentation was much appreciated and was followed by questions from the audience.

STARRY NIGHT IN THE DUNES
This time-honoured event has been held in December for 
more than twenty years and is one of the highlights of the 
QNHG year. Originally a star-gazing trip, it gradually 
combined with outdoor carol singing and now the latter has 
taken over. Every year Gulf Housing provides a truck-load 
of wood for a giant bonfire, and for the past three years the 
QNHG has joined with members of the Doha Players to 
make Starry Night an even more 
memorable event. This year 
Santa Claus dispensed almost 
100 gifts to thrilled youngsters 
from his 'Grotto' [the QNHG's 

tent!] and everyone, young and old, had fun climbing the dunes.

The weather was chilly, so when night fell Leslie Butler's urn full of piping 
hot drinks proved highly popular and raised several hundred riyals for the 
Doha Players new theatre fund. Strings of glowing sand candles were lit 
along the dunes, and people gathered around the bonfire for carol singing and 
to listen to musical performances on an improvised stage. A truly magical 
event.!
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Rock Carving Trek

A large group of QNHG members visited several sites in northern Qatar during the March fun drive to 
see carvings left in the stone by early residents in this region.  The weather was fantastic and the group 
enjoyed the opportunity to see a wide variety of carvings including “Scorpion”boats, indentations in the 
stones that look like a Mancala game board and many other carvings which we can only guess the 
significance of.   Many thanks to David Robertshaw and Barry Sloane for organizing this outing.

Qatar Heritage Website

Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar recently launched the Qatar Heritage Web
site, which can be accessed at http://www.heritageofqatar.org

This easy-to-navigate Web site invites longtime residents and visitors to explore 21 different heritage 
sites around Qatar including archaeological areas, museums, forts, mosques, traditional houses and 
souqs. 

This Web site compiles all the information you need to visit these sites: history, exact location and hours 
of operation. All of this content is provided in a printable format so you can easily take it with you on a 
visit. 

You will also find:
•       An interactive map of the State of Qatar
•       Downloadable maps for printing
•       GPS coordinates of each location
•       Links to Google Earth
•       An interactive model of a traditional Qatari mosque
•       Ready-to-use itineraries
•       Pictures of cultural sites
•       A complete and detailed history of Qatar
and more…

As part of our committment to reach out into the community, Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar 
developed this Web site. 

This project is groundbreaking in that it is the first to involve students from Carnegie Mellon, Virginia 
Commonwealth University and Qatari officials.

Take a look at the Site and learn more about the fascinating country in which we live.
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TURTLES IN THE NEWS

For the past few weeks Biyadh has been hanging around off the northern coast of the Qatar peninsula, 
crunching up crustaceans and molluscs. Her friends Tahera and Zeinah are in the region too, quietly 
drifting with the currents, grazing on whatever bounty the sea supplies.

Biyadh is an adult female Loggerhead turtle 
[Caretta caretta], one of ten females tagged 
with a satellite tracking device and released 
between 16th and 20th August 2006 at Masirah 
Island, Oman. Measuring 1.4 metres in 
carapace length, Biyadh was tagged on 19th

August, and since then has steadily made her 
way along the coast of Oman, around the 
Musandam peninsula, through the Straits of 
Hormuz, where concentrated shipping poses a 
serious threat to sea turtles, and into the 
calmer waters of the Arabian Gulf.

This is the first officially recorded sighting of a Loggerhead within Qatar's marine boundary, and emails 
have been zipping back and forth between marine scientists in the Gulf countries, closely monitoring the 
whereabouts of the unsuspecting turtles. Once common in the waters of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean, 
Loggerheads, like all turtles, are under threat from pollution, habitat loss and the hazards of fishing nets 
and speed boats. In addition, the Loggerhead, one of the largest species of turtle worldwide, was, until 
recently, intensively hunted for its meat and eggs.

Today, Loggerheads are rarely seen in Gulf waters. They can be identifed by their heart-shaped, smooth, 
reddish-brown carapace, and are a paler yellowy-brown underneath. More frequently sighted are the 
Hawksbill turtles which nest on the north-eastern beaches of Qatar, and the Green turtles which graze on 
seagrasses off the coast. Occasionally another gigantic turtle, the Leatherback, is spotted far out to sea, 
and small Olive Ridley turtles are  almost certainly occasional visitors, although no official recording has 
yet been made. Biyadh and the other Loggerheads belong to a sub-species of Caretta caretta named 
gigas, found only in the Indian and Pacific Oceans and the Arabian Gulf, and differing slightly from the 
main species, which frequents  Greek and Turkish waters.

The ten turtles were captured, tagged and released in Omani waters as part of a project to track the 
reproductive movements of the world's largest nesting congregation of Loggerheads at Masirah Island. 
Turtle nesting grounds are known as 'rookeries'. Masterminded by the Environmental Society of Oman 
and the Oman Ministry of Regional Municipalities, the aim is to learn more about the mating and 
breeding habits of the Loggerhead, an area which has never before been studied in detail. More accurate 
knowledge will assist long-term plans for turtle conservation, not only in Oman but in all the countries 
surrounding the Arabian Gulf and the Indian Ocean.

So named because of their large heads with square-shaped blunt jaws, Loggerheads can reach a weight of 
100 kilos, which is why they were so prized as food in the past. They differ from other turtle species in 
their breeding habits. Most turtles carry out their courtship and mating near the nesting beaches, but 
Loggerheads mate along the lengthy migration routes which lie between their feeding and breeding 
grounds.

Frequenting open water and rarely approaching the coast except to nest, Loggerheads are seldom spotted 
by humans as, because of their shellfish diet, they spend much of their time on the sea bed.
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Tracking the movements of the Loggerheads will enable 
scientists in Oman to learn more about their migration routes 
and how these intersect with threats such as shipping, coastal 
development and the hazards associated with fisheries. Both 
in Oman and the countries of the Arabian Gulf, the 
expansion of the population and the increasing settlement of 
coastal areas has resulted in pressures on turtle populations, 
as it has that of dugongs, dolphins and porpoises. Within 
Oman, more than 45 large hotels and resort complexes are 
either under construction, or planned, within the next decade, 
and these include resorts planned at major turtle nesting 
beaches.

Satellite tracking will continue for the next three years. In 

addition to keeping tabs on Biyadh and the other females, nest 
counts are conducted on Masirah Island so that an estimate 
can be made of Loggerheads visiting the island.

Unlike Qatar, where the only nesting turtles are Hawksbills, there are four species of turtle nesting in 
Oman: Hawksbills, Greens, Loggerheads and Olive Ridleys. Once hunted world-wide for its highly-
prized 'tortoiseshell', the Hawksbill is officially classified as critically endangered; the others are listed as 
endangered.

Oman is home to one of the largest Green turtle nesting colonies in the world. The indented Omani 
coastline extends for 3,165 kilometres, and turtles nest on at least 350 beaches. In addition, thousands 
more turtles feed along the coast, some on jellyfish, others on seagrasses, sponges or crustaceans. 

Because of the large size of the turtle population in its waters, it is appropriate that efforts to ensure the 
future of one of the most ancient creatures on the planet should concentrate, for this region, in Oman.  
Turtles have been around for something like 180 million years, and it is only in the last century that their 
populations have been threatened. Unlike some land mammals, they cannot adapt or adjust their way of 
life to cope with changing circumstances. It is up to humans to try to limit the damage to their way of 
life, and efforts are being made in Oman to do just that. Hitherto, research has mostly been conducted by 
dedicated but inexperienced researchers, and as a result, little concrete scientific data is available for use 
in long-term conservation management planning. The present programme aims to change this.

Scientists and official organisations in Oman and in the countries bordering on the Arabian Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean are in close co-operation on this and other turtle monitoring projects. Here in Qatar, 
research and conservation plans are being carried out by the Supreme Council for the Environment and 
Natural Resources [SCENR].  

The Loggerhead nesting population of Masirah Island possibly accounts for one third of the global 
nesting population of the species. The satellite tagging programme will help scientists to gain a better 
understanding of the turtles' reproductive movements, in addition to information about the locations 
where they are likely to encounter threats. The project will not only give valuable insight into the 
movement of Loggerheads within the region, but will also add to the data concerning the species 
worldwide.

So, if you are out fishing, scuba-diving or simply sailing, and you encounter a large turtle cruising along, 
give her a wave. It might just be Biyadh.

The route taken by Biyadh between mid-
August 2006 and the end of the year
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TURTLE TAGS

Fran Gillespie has been sent a number of posters by the Emirates Wildlife Society for distribution to 
schools and other centres of education throughout Qatar. A survey is underway to monitor turtle 
movement and distribution throughout the Gulf region, and the society, which is working in conjunction 
with the WWF, is asking anyone who finds a tagged dead turtle on a beach to record the tag number and 
inform them of the location.Or if you are a scuba diver you might even be lucky enough to record the 
tag number on a live turtle -- even better!

Please send the information to EWS-WWF, PO Box 45977, Dubai, UAE. A reward is promised!

Fran will be handing out the posters at our February meeting, so if you work in a school or university, 
please come and get a poster from her.

MEETINGS

Meetings take place between October and June, usually on the first Wednesday of the month. They are 
held at 7.30 pm in the gymnasium of the Doha English Speaking School. [See location map.] An 
illustrated talk follows the announcements, and there is a small lending library of books available to 
members.  However, the Asian Games may prevent us from running a normal programme until the New 
Year. See the Lecture Program below and look out for further announcements.

SEE YOU AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING!!
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QNHG CONTACT INFORMATION

Chairman Leslie Butler lesliebutlerinqatar@yahoo.co.uk

Membership Susan Crawford susanc2003@hotmail.com

Meeting Coordinator Carla Thompson carlajt2@yahoo.com

Rambler Trip Coordinator June Arber qatar_ramblers@yahoo.co.uk

Overseas Trips Coordinator David Paul david.paul@mannai.com.qa

Social Coordinator Nina and

Yogini Ismail

nhjx@moq.com.qa

i_yogini@hotmail.com

Newsletter Ed and Paula Hoeppner ewhoeppner@hotmail.com

Field Trips Coordinator Open We Need A VOLUNTEER!!!

Treasurer Ian French ian.french@qatarpower.net

PR Media Fran Gillespie gillespi@qatar.net.qa

Library Mark Murase murase@qp.com.qa

Please contact the personnel above should you have a question regarding the QNHG.


