


CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Progress! 
  
Thanks to new and old volunteers, we seem to be 
getting together a good programme of Field Trips, and 
the Rambles are recovering from the disruptions caused 
by un-Qatari weather. The Ras Al Khaimah trip was a 
success and more such should be arranged soon, as also 
will the Eid at Fitr trip to somewhere nice and 
exotic. Watch your emails for further details. 
  
Talks are going well, too, with a very informative 
illustrated talk from Dr Drew Gardner last week, (thanks 
to Rayyan Mineral Water Company for flying him from 
Abu Dhabi!), and expectations of something equally fascinating from canoeist Mark 
Evans next month.

We should have a social dhow trip in May, and before that a visit by Dubai Natural 
History group will be an excuse to have a social evening on dry land plus two field 
trips over the weekend of 13-14 April. Please see below for details. 
  
Enjoy!
  
Leslie Butler 

IMPORTANT DATES

March 30: Field Trip, Qatar Beaches, Intertidal Ecology
April 4:  QNHG April Meeting;  Speaker: Mark Evans 
April 13: Field Trip to Inland Sea (With Dubai Natural History Group)

April 14: Field Trip to North and Western Qatar (With Dubai Natural History Group)

Buffet Dinner Social with DNHG

QNG MEETINGS

April 4: Mark Evans – British Adventurer

In April, British adventurer Mark Evans 
plans to come to Qatar from Oman to 
kayak around the entire coastline, in what 
will be a highly-publicised enterprise 
attracting international media coverage. 
He has already kayaked the 1700 km 
coastline of Oman. A professional 
speaker, Mark has generously promised to 
give a talk to the QNHG on his 
experiences,. It may also be possible for 
members to visit Mark at his overnight 
coastal camps during his time in Qatar. 



Members who would like to 'meet' our speaker for April before he arrives in Qatar should 
take a look at this video clip  http://www.ameinfo.com/51795.html where Mark talks about 
the kayak trip he made recently around the coastline of Oman.

February Meeting: Qatari architecture, Ibrahim Jaidah 

The presentation on the changing styles of Qatari architecture over the last sixty years, 
given by leading Qatari architect Ibrahim Jaidah in February, was well attended and 
attracted many new members, with a high proportion of architects among them! A 
lively and entertaining speaker, Ibrahim illustrated his talk with many photographs of 
architectural features ranging from the simple houses of natural materials from the 
pre-oil era, through the vogue for glass tiles and pastel-coloured plaster walls of the 
1970s to the sky scrapers of 21st century Doha. In his own architecture he incorporates 
into a contemporary setting such traditional features as wind-towers and carved 
gypsum screens. 

March Meeting: The Jebel Akhdar Mountains, Dr. Drew Gardner

Dr. Drew Gardner made an excellent and 
informative presentation on the natural 
history of Jebel Akhdar at the March 7th

meeting.  The talk discussed life in the Jebel 
Akhdar mountains aka “Green Mountains”in 
Oman and the way of life of the people who 
inhabit this region.  

Jebel Akhdar is the highest section of the Al 
Hajar mountain range in Oman and its stark 
beauty offers a variety of habitats to plants 

and animals, some of which are found only in these mountains.  Dr. Gardner offered 
insights into his study of Juniper trees which are found at the higher elevations of this 
mountainous area.  These have been found to be suffering from the effects of global 
warming and are dying off at the lower elevations.

Dr. Gardner offered tips on exploring the Jebel Akhdar region and will no doubt be 
useful for QNHG members who will be travelling to Oman over Spring Break.



We wish to sincerely thank Khalid 
Al Rabban, the Managing Director of  
Rayyan Mineral Water Company for 

sponsoring Dr. Gardner’s trip to 
Doha.  Please support this company 

by buying their product.

QNHG RAMBLERS

Rambles are normally held every two weeks. They are Friday 
morning outings and usually we are back in Doha before 

midday. We go for a walk around places near to Doha to get some 
fresh air after a week at work and have a good chit chat! 

March 23rd Ramble

There will not be a Ramble on 23rd March as there are plans to 
have a field trip on that date.  More info will be forwarded to 
you soon about the next Ramble.

Please contact June at qatar_ramblers@yahoo.co.uk if you would can lead a ramble She 
needs volunteers to help carry on this community activity.

QATAR UNIVERSITY RAMBLE

Our Chairman Leslie Butler led a group of 
members on a walk around Qatar University on  
March 6.   He wrote that the flowers, both wild 
and cultivated, were out and scenting sweetly; 
the bushes were green and the shady trees were 
full of birds that were singing just like they're 
supposed to, with no traffic noise to compete 
with. There were butterflies, and the University 
had kindly kept some of the fountains switched 
on. Thanks to those members who attended.

NEW BOOK ON THE EMIRATES GEOLOGY

A new book titled 'Natural Emirates which is a well-illustrated, up-to-date account of 
UAE geology and wild life, is presently on sale at the reduced price of QR37 at Jarir 
book store. It's in the Arabia section, not amongst the other special offers.  You may 
wish to check out this publication.

Painted Lady Butterfly
Photo by Dr. Drew Gardener



QNHG TRAVEL CORNER

RAS AL KHAIMAH, UAE TRIP

Ten QNHG members recently returned 
from a weekend Natural History trip to 
Ras Al Khaimah, UAE where they had 
a wonderful time visiting the sights of 
this interesting region.  

The group visited architectural sites in the 
area as well as Khatt Springs, Al Deeb Farm, 
the Old Souk, mangroves and still had time 
for some shopping in Dubai.  A good time 
was had by all.   Thanks to David Paul for 
making the tour arrangements. 

OCTOBER EID AL FATIR TRIP

David Paul, our Trips Coordinator has started making preparations for overseas trips 
during the October 2007 Eid Al Fatir.  Currently he is evaluating trips to Yemen, 
Jordan and Bhutan.  Below are the tentative itineraries developed by David for these 
trips.  

1. Yemen  (Draft Itinerary)

Depending on the minimum number of participants a 7 nights package with the following 
program could cost around QAR4700.00 including air fare, taxes and based on 5 star hotels 
on half board basis sharing double. 4 or 3 star hotels could get the cost down by roughly 10 -
20%.

Day1 Arr with Qatar Airways at noon time, 
transfer to the hotel, evening 
sightseeing of old souq of Sanaa, 
dinner and o/n Sanaa

Day2.   Full day Sanaa sightseeing with 
museum visit, Dinner at the hotel, o/n

Day3.    Dep to Taiz extn to Radaa, visit Al 
Amaria School and proceed to Taiz 
via Damt, Jibla n Ibb, dinner n o/n 
Sofitel Hotel, 5 star in Taiz



Day4.   Full day Taiz sightseeing, extn to the top of Jabel Saber, visit A l Sharafia mosque, 
dinner o/n Taiz

Day5.   Return to Sanaa, extn to Zafar & Bayt al Ashwal, dinner o/n Sanaa
Day6.   Exc to Manakha, Al Hajarah, Bayt al Amir, Husn al Haimy, Jumah, dinner o/n Sanaa
Day7.   Exc to Wadi Dhahar, attending wedding festival (only on Fridays), proceed to Thula, 

Hababa, Shibam, Kawkaban, Zakati, Bukur, dinner o/n Sanaa
Day8.   Morning free, afternoon transfer to the airport for Dep.

2. Jordan (Draft Itinerary)

A standard 6 nights package is given below: Here we could base our costing on 4 star hotels 
and the cost would be around QAR3700.00 (bed & breakfast).

Day 1: Arrival at Queen Alia International Airport, Meet & assist through customs & 
formalities transfer for a City tour of Amman (2-3 hours). Overnight at Amman Hotel 

Day 2: After breakfast, transfer to visit Jerash (A Local English-speaking guide would be 
available on side) & Um Qais. After the tour, head back to Amman for overnight at the 
hotel in Amman. 

Day 3: After breakfast, transfer to Petra 
visiting en route Madaba, Mt Nebo 
& Kerak. Overnight in Petra Hotel. 

Day 4: After breakfast, a full days visit of 
Petra including the 800-meters 
horse ride (5-hour English-speaking 
guide available on site). Overnight 
in Petra Hotel. 

Day 5: After breakfast, guests would be 
transferred to Wa di Rum for 1.5-
hour Bedouin jeep ride inside Wadi 
Rum. Proceed to Amman via desert way for Overnight at Amman Hotel. 

Day 6: After breakfast, transfer for a H/D visit of the Desert Castles (Amra, Azraq, 
Kharraneh). Back to Amman for Overnight at Amman Hotel. 

Day 7: Transfer to Dead Sea Spa for a swim (2 hours); proceed to Queen Alia 
International Airport for departure with full assistance..

3. Bhutan (Draft Itinerary)

This is a new possibility but certainly 
an expensive one. I am reproducing 
below, a standard itinerary being offered 
by the Bhutan National carrier, Druk 
Air. The general practice in Bhutan is to 
charge USD200.00 to USD250.00 per 
day all inclusive. I am not very 
confident, but we may be able to 
negotiate this once we have some 
definite numbers to back up. Based on 
this a package could cost around 
QAR7400.00 including air fare and 
taxes.



DAY PLACE TIME SIGHTSEEING/PLACES

01 PARO PM Arrive at Paro. Transfer to Hotel O/N Hotel

02 PARO HALT
AM
PM

Visit the Drugyal Dzong. On the way, view the Mount Jumolhari which is 
the only mountain covered with snow peak throughout the year and kichu 
lhakhang on the way. Visit National Musuem. If time permits visit/hike to 
Taktsang monastery. O/N Hotel 

03 PARO- THIMPHU 
AM
PM

After breakfast proceed to Thimphu. En route visit Simtokha Dzong (the 
first Dzong), School of Arts and Crafts (fomer Painting School-2-4p.m.) , 
Zangthopelri Lhakhang, Handicrafts emporium and Tashichodzong. O/N 
Hotel 

04 THIMPLHU HALT

AM

PM

View of Thimphu from BBS Tower, Mini Zoo, Anim Dratshang (nunnery), 
National Library and Paper factory, Memorial Chorten. 
Afternoon at leisure in the town.
O/N Hotel 

05
THIMPHU-
PUNAKHA

AM

PM

Depart for Punakha with sightseeing at Dochula pass (alt 3150m).Visit 
Punakha Dzong and stroll in the Punakha town or take a stroll to 
Khuruthang High School.
O/N Hotel 

06 PUNAKHA- PARO 
AM
PM

Transfer to Paro via Wangdiphodrang.
Stroll in Paro town. O/N Hotel 

07 DEPART AM DEPART

David has also mentioned possible trips to Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Laos, Tibet and 
Vietnam.  With the exception of Sri Lanka these other locations would be more 
expensive than those listed above.

If you have any interest in the itineraries shown above, please send your feedback to David 
Paul at 455-8761, 559-9701 or at David’s e-mail address david.paul@mannai.com.qa.

VISIT BY DUBAI NATURAL HISTORY GROUP

We will be hosting a trip by the Dubai Natural History group on April 
13 and 14.  We will be taking them to the Inland Sea on 
April 13th and to other scenic sites around Qatar on the 
14th.  We will be needing volunteers to help transport the 
group around and would appreciate your support.

A buffet dinner has been booked at Garveys’ restaurant 
(The Glass House) for the evening of Friday 13 
April. This will be a good opportunity for the QNHG and 
DNHG members to socialize together.  More details as 
we get closer to the date.

     




