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CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

THANK YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL SEASON! 

We have had a very productive 2011/2012 
season, and I would like to thank the members 
of the Qatar Natural History Group and the 
QNHG Steering Committee members for all their 
hard work.  We had several vacancies on the 
Committee during the season but managed to 
complete our objectives of providing high caliber 
speakers and successful rambles across the 
country.  In addition to these events, we try to 
foster interactions and friendships between 
members, so please join us at our End-of-
Season Tour and Luncheon at Sheikh Faisal’s 
Museum (details on page 16) to sit back and 
relax in the majlis and share stories and reflect 
on the successful season.  

We have several long-term Steering Committee 
members (including myself) who will be retiring 
from their Committee positions, returning to their 

home countries, or moving on to new 
adventures.  In order to continue to provide 
member services, we call on you to step up and 
volunteer to serve on the 2012/2013 Steering 
Committee.  The Committee plans activities, 
rambles, and speakers and manages the 
business function of the QNHG.  Committee 
meetings are open to interested members.  We 
will have our last Committee meeting this 
season on Wed. 9 May at 7:00 pm, and we 
invite those who are interested in serving next 
season to join us.  If you are 
interested, please contact me 
(chairman@qnhg.org) for more 
information on the positions.   

Thanks for your support! 

April Conkey 

QNHG Chair 2011/2012 

 

           Photo:  William Maliepaard  

 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

VENUE:  DOHA ENGLISH SPEAKING SCHOOL (DESS), Contact chairman@qnhg.org for meeting 
room location  

DATE:  1900 hrs, Wednesday, 09 May 2012.  

Meetings are open to all interested members.  

2012/2013 Position Vacancies (to start September 2012):   

Short descriptions of the positions are available at http://www.qnhg.org/aboutus/contactus  

 Chairman  

 Secretary  

 Rambles Co-ordinator  

 Audio-Visual Organizer  

 Overseas Trips Co-ordinator  

 QNHG Souk 

mailto:chairman@qnhg.org
mailto:chairman@qnhg.org
http://www.qnhg.org/aboutus/contactus
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S MESSAGE 

Hello to all the new and old members of the 
Qatar Natural History Group.  I would like to 
welcome you as the New Editor of the QNHG 
Newsletter. 
 
The table of contents is shown above the 
Editor’s note to the members. This way, you can 
scan through the articles of interest, read the 
ones that are current, and then go back and look 
at the ones that are pulled from the previous 
newsletters. 
 
As the new QNHG Newsletter Editor I would like 
to encourage all members to attend the monthly 
talks and members’ meetings.  These are 
usually held the first Wednesday of each month. 
 
The idea for the Newsletter this year is to bring 
in more articles that members share about their 

trips, within the Middle East Region.  This can 
include Doha Museums and the many Events 
held in Doha.  

 
What relates to the Qatar Natural History Group 
should be easy to incorporate into each 
newsletter.  This also means that articles from 
children, who have gone on trips in Qatar and 
around the Middle East Region, should be 
included. 
 
If you are interested in contributing an article, a 
photo, or having your child contribute a piece, 
please contact us. 
 
Lynn Totten 

QNHG Newsletter Editor 

QNHG MEETING DETAILS 
  
QNHG meetings take place between October 
and June, usually on the first Wednesday of 
the month.  Speaker programmes are open to 
the public.   
 
Further details about our speakers may be 
found online at http://www.qnhg.org/  Meetings are 
held at 7.00 pm in the Multipurpose hall of the 
Doha English Speaking School (DESS). [See 
location map to right].  However, the location of 
meetings may sometimes be in the smaller 
gymnasium at DESS.  
 
An illustrated talk follows announcements, and 
there is a lending library of books available to 
members, with over 200 books and journals for 
your reading pleasure. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Tribuna leads QNHG Members on the 
December 2011 Abrouq Peninsula Ramble.  
Photos by Tammy King 

John Tribuna leads QNHG members on a Ramble around the 
Abrouq Peninsula, Qatar.  Photos by Tammy King 

http://www.qnhg.org/
http://www.qnhg.org/DESS
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FROM QNHG NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES 
 

A Condensed Article 
 
The Qatar Natural History Group’s opening 
meeting of the 2010-2011 season featured an 
illustrated presentation on the Ethiopian 
Hedgehog found in Qatar. Dr Nobuyuki 
Yamaguchi of Qatar University’s Department of 
Biological Sciences spoke about the recent 
research carried out by himself and his students. 
 
The Ethiopian Hedgehog is one of three Arabian 
species and is found across 
North Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. 
 
One of the students caught several hedgehogs 
and kept them in a pen for study. From this, she 
was able to discover the time of day or night the 
animals are active, and that they do indeed 
hibernate during the coldest days, just as do 
hedgehogs in Europe. 
  

Baby hedgehogs were most numerous in May 
and June, and from this, it was concluded that 
the parents mated in late March soon after 
emerging from hibernation. 
 
Male hedgehogs during the mating season 
covered enormous areas. And not only in search 
of mates – “word” spread among the hedgehog 
population that feral cats were being fed nightly 
at a neighbouring farm, and hedgehogs would 
travel to the farm to claim their share of the 
hand-outs. Hedgehogs are omnivorous, and will 
consume anything edible that they can find. 
 
Dr. Yamaguchi’s hedgehog page:  
http://faculty.qu.edu.qa/yamaguchi/Hedgehogs%20in
%20the%20desert.htm 

 
Footnote:  The Qatar Natural History Group 
gave a contribution to fund a portion of the 
hedgehog monitoring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL WITH QNHG 

QNHG Overseas trips provide not just a great trip, but give the opportunity to travel with a group of other 
QNHG members to share the experience.  Note that whilst these trips are limited to members, friends of 
members are welcome; all they need to do is to join the QNHG. 
  
Patricia Grindley is our Overseas Trip coordinator and she hopes to offer a number of trips for 
members this year coinciding with not just the Eid holidays, but also other holiday periods.   The next trip  
options are listed on the next page.  Further information may be found on the QNHG website plus a 
useful packing guide to help you remember all those essential little items that we all need but often forget 
to take along!  www.qnhg.org/activities/overseastrips . For any further queries, comments, suggestions, 
please contact Patricia at overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org.  

 

September 2011 volunteers (left) help capture, weigh and release adult (middle) and young (right) hedgehogs.  The 
colours on the hedgehogs are used to identify individuals.  The colour is painted externally on the spines and fades with 
wear and shedding of spines.  Photos by John Tribuna (left), April A. T. Conkey (middle), and Andrew P. Conkey (right) 

http://faculty.qu.edu.qa/yamaguchi/Hedgehogs%20in%20the%20desert.htm
http://faculty.qu.edu.qa/yamaguchi/Hedgehogs%20in%20the%20desert.htm
http://www.qnhg.org/activities/overseastrips
mailto:overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
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A Message from Patricia 
 
Upcoming Trips 

To make trips happen, we NEED you! Children, of any age, most welcome. 

CONTACT DETAILS:  Overseas Trip Co-ordinator, via QNHG webpage and in the Newsletter 

Enquiries to be sent to QNHG Overseas Co-ordinator, Patricia Grindley (overseas-trips-
coordinator@qnhg.org ) 

Proposed next trip: 
 
EXCITING ENTICING ETHIOPIA!  

We have whet some appetites with suggestions for a trip to exciting enticing Ethiopia. Please 
note that departure dates / fares / itinerary will only be finalised after The Summer, at the 
beginning of the new 2012-2013 QNHG season. There is already a group of QNHG members 
interested in this exciting venture, possibly for the 2nd Eid holiday, late in October. Watch this 
space! 

Day 1:  Arrive in Addis Ababa and transfer to hotel.  Traditional Ethiopian dinner in a local 
restaurant. Overnight in Addis Ababa. 
 
Day 2: Transfer to airport, fly to Bahar Dar, check-in at Hotel.  

Drive to Blue Nile Falls, “Tiss Issat” (Smoking Water), sightseeing there and, upon return, take a 
sightseeing of Bahar Dar city. Take an afternoon boat trip on Lake Tana and visit the 
monasteries of Ura kidane Meheret and Kibran Gabriel. Overnight in Bahar Dar. 

Day 3: Transfer to airport, fly to Gondar, check-in at hotel. City tour of Gondar, the castle 
compound, Emperor Fasilidas’ Bath and the Debre Birhan Selassie church. Overnight in 
Gondar. 
 
Day 4: Transfer to airport, fly to Lalibela, check-in at hotel. Visit the 12th century rock-
hewn churches of Lalibela. Overnight in Lalibela. 

Day 5: Transfer to airport, fly to Axum, check-in at hotel. City tour of Axum - the Stelae 
Obelisk, the Church of St. Mary of Zion, the Museum, Tombs of Ethiopian Kings Kaleb & Gebre 
Meskel, and Queen of Sheba's bath. Overnight  in Axum. 

Day 6: Transfer to airport, fly to Addis Ababa, city tour of Addis. Transfer to Bole 
International Airport for final departure. 

This is just to whet your appetite! So gather a group of family / friends / Romans / country men, 
let us know what else you would like to include on this trip and we will make it all happen for 
you. Maybe a little side-safari, a little zizzling Zanzibar…..  

Please note that this is just an appetizer – dates, fares, costs, etc., are all at your leisure. 
Further details – please contact any of the website links.  

Patricia Grindley 
Over-Seas Trip Co-ordinator 
overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org 

mailto:overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
mailto:overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
mailto:overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
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MEMBERS’ TRIP ARTICLES 
 
Members’ articles show how QNHG’S TALKS, inspire members to see the wonders of the Gulf Region.  
Articles from QNHG members are also a way of chronicling their trips. Let’s make this a members’ 
newsletter by submitting articles as quickly as possible. I am hoping that we get many articles, so that a 
more frequent newsletter will be more noteworthy.  
 
I’ve taken the liberty of writing the first article myself.  Trips can also be about anything that highlights 
Qatar, including museums.   
 
Lastly, members can send in articles that might help the Trip Co-ordinator organize trips to those 
locations. 
 
Lynn Totten, newsletter-editor@qnhg.org  
 

Cia Guo-Qiang: Saraab at the Mathaf Arab Museum 
 
I was fortunate enough to receive an invitation to 
the exhibition opening at the Cai Guo-Qiang: 
Saraab, at the Mathaf Arab Museum of Modern 
Art.  I could not have been happier, when my 
son gave me an invitation from one of his 
friends, to attend.  The "Black Ceremony" 
explosion event and opening reception was truly 
amazing.   
 
Attendees were bussed to an open field near the 
reception tent.  We were given earplugs.  We 
were told that it was necessary to wear them 
when the signal was given for the explosions to 
begin.   
 
Good thing that I put mine on as the explosions 
kept coming, one after the other. 
Each explosion was important, and a different 
design.  The colors varied, and one of the 
pyrotechnics told me that the artist planned each 
one.  It was awesome, and I could not believe 
that you could hear the explosions, even with 
the earplugs! 

 
The colors were in many patterns and they were 
also differently shaped.  I could feel the ground 
shake as each explosion went off. 

 
Afterwards at the reception tent, we were served 
refreshments and there was enough time to see 
the Modern Art Museum, and I was directed 
across the street to it. 
I saw rocks, placed in front of the Museum, and 
each one had Islamic inscriptions on them. Cia 

Guo-Qiang grew up in China and as a small 
boy, found huge rocks with Islamic inscriptions 
on them.  The reasons for the inscriptions are 
the rocks placed outside the museum can be 
found on the Mathaf Arab Museum of Modern 
Art website. 

 
Inside the museum, was a boat, from a farm 
outside of Qatar, and a smaller, Chinese water 
craft, side by side.  Amazingly, they were 
floating, life-size, in a tank of water with mist 
swirling around it.  I could not believe it.  Then, a 
tour guide walk me through some of the other 
exhibits.  It was part of the ceremony events.  
She was a"Ask the Guide", guide, so I asked.  In 
our program, we were told the "Ask the Guide" 
was only for that event.  I was able to see much 
more in the short time that I had left, before the 
museum closed. 
 
Footnote:  The museums in Qatar are fantastic, 
and I have been fortunate to have gone to 
several, a couple more than once.  I hope that 
the QNHG members and their families, enjoy 
them.  If this article makes you want to see 
museums in Doha, you only have check out 
their websites.   
 
The Cai Guo-Qiang exhibit runs through 26 May 
2012.  http://www.mathaf.org.qa/  

 
Lynn Totten

 
 
 
 

mailto:newsletter-editor@qnhg.org
http://www.mathaf.org.qa/
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Roland Weisfelt’s - A Trip to South Africa 

 
In November 2011 a friend and I, took off for 
South Africa. 
 
Landing in Johannesburg we stayed in a hotel 
next door to the Wanders Club. One of the great 
cricket clubs. At night we hit the night life of 
Joburg around Sandton City district and during 
the day visited Nelson Mandela square  where 
also ate their best South African steaks and 
drank their fantastic local wines.  
 
We then drove to Pretoria where we visited the 
Kruger museum, Church Square and  the Old 
Raadsaal. I really enjoyed trying to work out the 
South Africaans with a little help of my Dutch. 
Before we left Pretoria we ended up at the 
Voortrekker Monument. This part of the journey 
was under taken without a map and based on 
asking our way from the locals. Getting lost 
many times was the consequence. 

 
This area is also designated as the “cradle of 
humankind”. From Voortrekker Monument with 
pieces of paper and hand draw maps we drove 
to Lost City/Sun City. Very large and  kitsch 
resort with magnificent hotels. We travelled 
without booking ahead with the result you are 
left without a bed for the night.  
 
The following day we drove back to Joburg and 
ended up sight-seeing Soweto, visiting Mandela 
House and Soweto Hotel on the Soweto Square 
where we ate Mandela curry.  
 
The next day we flew to Port Elizabeth which 
really looked like the area around Sunshine 
Coast north of Brisbane.  

 
From PE we drove down the beautiful “Garden 
Route”. Wow this was a fantastic journey and 
really recommended. Visited Jeffreys Bay, 
Storms River, Storms River Mouth, Tsitkamma 
National Part, Plettenburg Bay and stayed in 
Knysna at a backpackers. From Knysna we took 
the road to George and on the spur of the 
moment decided to go inland to Oudtshoorn 
where we had a typical SA late breakfast.  Via 
Calitzdorp, Ladismith, Barrydale where we ate 

organic cakes and spent time with some local 
talking about the apartheid days drove south 
east. 
 
The rolling countryside was golden and bales of 
hay as far as the eye could see. Via Bredasdorp 
we drove Cape Agulhas and stayed in this 
beautiful part of the country in a B&B. It was 
cold, miserable and raining but made a 
statement by swimming (well just getting wet) in 
both the Indian and Atlantic Ocean.  Cape 
Agulhas is the most southern point of Africa. 
The town had already heard of our adventure 
into the sea. Had breakfast in the lighthouse and 
drove along the coast via Strand, Fish Hoek, 
Simon Town and Cape of Good Hope.  Climbed 
the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Point. That 
night we ended up in another backpackers in 
Kommetjie, run by a Dutchman from the same 
town as my brother in Holland. Drove over the 
mountain to Fish Hoek and had the best 
seafood meal ever with of course the best wine 
SA could offer. 
  
The next day drove to Cape Town and bedded 
down in another backpackers on the main tourist 
drag. Spent the day sightseeing on the red bus. 
It really is a must visit town.  Table Mountain 
was covered in mist but the red bus goes close 
to the top and around beautiful Camps Bay 
Beach, along the coast back to the city. 
Reminded me a little of Noosa, Queensland with 
magnificent houses and apartment blocks. 

 
Off to the wine district of Stellenbosh where I got 
myself a drive and visited 5 vineyards. Some 
memorable vineyards were Ernie Els,  Rust en 
Vrede, and Peter Falke. You really must give 
them a serious try. The next day we lingered a 
little too long at the local organic weekend 
markets, tasting the best SA could offer in 
meats, pizzas, and other delicious foods.  
 
The people were very friendly even though we 
were Australians. 
 
Roeland Weisfelt
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Visit to the Arabian Oryx Breeding Centre  
 

- Fran Gillespie’s article in 18 February 2012 Peninsula and Gulf Times Newspapers 
 
 
On Saturday February 4th About 60 members of 

the Qatar Natural History Group visited the 

Arabian Oryx Breeding Centre at Al Shahaniya. 

 

In a presentation, Dr Abdul Moti El-Adhami 

explained that the Arabian oryx differs from the 

African species in that the colouring of its face 

and legs varies from dark brown to black, as 

opposed to the more reddish-brown colouring of 

the African oryx.  It also has straighter horns.  

 

The visitors learned that by the 1960’s oryx  

throughout Arabia were almost hunted to 

extinction. A world breeding programme was 

initiated with nine remaining animals transported 

to Phoenix Zoo, Arizona.  This programme was  

successful and  resulted in the reintroduction of 

oryx to conservation projects in KSA, the 

Emirates and Jordan.  However, the Qatar 

conservation initiative developed independently 

from a small herd of animals which was 

collected by the late Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 

bin Abdullah al-Thani.  He was one of the first to 

recognize, in the 1960s, the urgent need for 

conservation . 

  

An oryx farm was established in 1979, using 

stock from captive groups. While the breeding 

programme met with some success, it also 

suffered significant setbacks at first, due to 

disease and inadequate veterinary care. 

Nowadays excellent veterinary care is provided, 

including vaccinations and good diet. The 

number of oryx held at the Breeding Centre has 

now risen to 1250.  

 

To maintain the quality of the stock, males are 

exchanged periodically with other collections 

outside Qatar to avoid in-breeding.  To reduce 

the chances of disease threatening the oryx 

population, the animals are now divided up, with 

herds in other fenced locations in Qatar.  In 

Saudi Arabia some experiments in reintroducing  

the animals to the wild have been started, but 

due to the small available areas in Qatar, and 

the risk from hunters, there are no plans for 

reintroduction here. 

 

The QNHG thanked Mr. Talal Al Naimi, Mr. Adel 

Al Yahri and Dr. Abdul Moti El-dhami  for the 

enjoyable and interesting visit. 

 

After concluding their visit to the  Breeding 

Centre the group moved on to the famous camel 

racing track nearby, where  young camels were 

being prepared for an afternoon race, complete 

with their robot riders. Finally, a visit to the 

Equestrian Club, adjacent to the Doha 

racecourse, rounded off the excursion.

 

Photo by Andrew P. Conkey 
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Members of the Qatar Natural History Group with Mr. Adel Al Yahri and Dr. Abdul Moti El-Adhami.  
Photo: Andrew P. Conkey 

 
COLOUR FROM THE SEA by Fran Gillespie 

 
Gleaming, lustrous natural pearls… everyone 
knows that, for centuries before the coming of 
the oil era, these treasures from the sea brought 
wealth to the people of Qatar. Not so widely 
known is that some three thousand years ago, 
an even more valuable treasure from the sea 
was produced here, more precious than pearls 
or gold.  
 
Within the wide curve of Al Khor Bay lies a tiny, 
fish-shaped island, Jazirat bin Ghanim. 
Measuring only 600 x 400 metres, it features low 
limestone outcrops surrounded by low, beach-
rock platforms. On one of these lies the remains 
of a cluster of stone huts and fragments of 
pottery, dominated by mounds made up of 
crushed shells… thousands upon thousands of 
shells.  Here, during the Bronze Age period, 
workers toiled to produce a luxury commodity  – 
a rich, deep purple dye used to colour royal 
robes.  
 

The colour is secreted by the transparent 
hypobranchial gland of sea snails. When the 
shell is broken or pierced and the gland exposed 
to light and air it exudes a slimy secretion which 
goes through several colour changes, eventually 
ending up as a reddish or bluish violet. The final 
shade depends on the species of snail used, 
their sex and age, and the temperature of the 
water used to prepare the dye. In Qatar, the 
mollusc that predominates in the shell middens 
is a small snail called Thais savigni.  
 
 
Many species of snail throughout the  
Mediterranean and elsewhere produce the 
purple colour. The Phoenicians, a people 
originating in Lebanon, were famous for their 
dye and textile production. The remains of their 
dye-works are found all over the Mediterranean. 
The Greeks nick-named them phoinikes – the 
red people—after the woollen textiles they 
exported.  
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 It takes a vast quantity of snails to produce a 
minute amount of the colour: in the last century 
a scientist experimenting with the dye estimated 
that it took 12,000 molluscs to produce 1.4 
grams of the colorant. Such labour-intensity 
guaranteed that it would always be a rare and 
highly valued substance.  
 

The precious colour was reserved exclusively 
for ruling families and those few whom they 
chose to honour.  In some societies the death 
penalty was meted out to anyone wearing red or 
purple clothes without permission.  The kings of 
Persia wore purple: Darius the Mede wore a 
purple and white robe when he met Alexander 
the Great. In the Roman era, only the emperor 
and senior imperial officials had a purple border 
on their togas.  
 

The little dye factory on Jazirat bin Ghanim pre-
dates the Persian and Roman empires.  
 

 
 
In Babylonia, in what is now modern Iraq, a 
mountain people known as the Kassites  
invaded soon after 1595 BC and established an 
economically successful empire, and it may be 
that the production of purple dye in Qatar 
occurred as a result of the take-over of the 
peaceful Dilmun trading civilization by the 
Kassites. Excavations on the island in the early 
1980s dated the site to around 1400 BC.  
 

So much is known by archaeologist and 
historians.  But how was the dye transported 
and stored? As a liquid in containers of glass or 
glazed ceramics or even leather? As a pigment 
in powder form? The secret was lost…until one 
woman set out to find the answer. 
 

Visiting Doha in February this year was Inge 
Boesken Kanold, an artist from Germany. She 
told me, ‘I was living in Lebanon, the home of 
the famous Tyrian Purple, in 1979 and that’s 
when I first got interested in this colour. A diver 
supplied me with sea snails, mostly Murex 
trunculus. I tried to extract the dry pigment, but 
failed. So I painted my very first picture using 
the organic material directly from the shellfish.’ 
 

Some years later, in Provence in France, she 
continued the quest when she found Murex 
snails on sale on the local fish markets. She 
read everything she could find in the literature 
about the purple dye and was able to produce it 
in a liquid form. She experimented, using it to 
stain paper and sheets of old linen, applying 
melted wax in a similar technique to batik to 
contain the patches of purple. She found that 
with Murex trunculus the colour change from 
translucent through to purple took place in as 
little as 30 minutes, but with Murex brandaris it 
could take a couple of days. But she still did not 
know how to isolate the colour as a dry pigment. 
However, she made an interesting discovery. 
 

I laid some of the glands cut out of the sea 
snails on rough salt, ‘she said, ‘ and within half 
an hour they had humidified and coloured all of 
the salt. I then dried the salt over moderate heat. 
This was no nearer to isolating the pigment, but 
the dried salt glands were useful for setting up a 
purple fermentation vat for dyeing. It could 
explain why, in ancient times, some dye-
factories were situated far inland.  
 

Boesken Kobold says that the colour of 
‘purpurissum’, the purple pigment referred to by 
the Roman writer Pliny, corresponds exactly to 
that of the petals of the saffron crocus. On the 
Greek island of Santorini, which was destroyed 
by a violent volcanic eruption and an earthquake 
in 1600 BC, are ancient wall paintings where the 
pigment employed to paint crocus petals and 
other items is of shellfish origin. ‘These wall 

Extracting the gland  Photo: David Gillespie 

The silk beginning to turn purple  
Photo: David Gillespie 
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paintings,’ she observes, ‘are almost certainly 
the world’s oldest known art pieces with traces 
of the famous ancient purple.’  

The artist wanted to find out how parchment 
made from lamb skins, which had replaced 
papyrus by the 4th century AD for the production 
of illuminated manuscripts, was dyed purple. 
Earlier scholars had tried and failed to discover 
the secret. After weeks of trial and error, 
Boesken Kobold was finally successful, 
marinating the parchment skins in dye and water 
and experimenting with dark and transparent 
bottles, adding substances such as honey to 
produce shades ranging from a light pinkish 
purple to reddish violet.  

She also dyed parchment by brushing the colour 
from the shellfish glands directly onto the 
surface, applying layer after layer until the 
material was saturated. ‘Gold or silver writing on 
such purple parchment would look simply 
marvelous,’ she says. Talcum powder added to 
the colorant and dried proved a useful pigment 
for fine brushwork.  

Finally, in 2005, with the help of chemist Rolf 
Haubrichs from Geneva, who  also visited Qatar, 

Boesken Kobold was able to re-invent  
purpurissum. 

‘Twenty six years after my first attempt I finally 
found the right ‘body’ to catch the colorant of the 
fresh glands. After cleaning the mixture and 
repeatedly washing and filtering it, I dried and 
powdered the wet mass. It can be used for 
painting, mixed with gum Arabic or egg white, or 
even with an acrylic binder.’ 
 
Boesken Kanold and Haubrichs visited the 
island in Al Khor bay, accompanied by my 
husband David and myself and two members of 
staff from the Qatar National Museum. They 
found that Thais savigni was still present, hiding 
under the rocks of old fish traps. They crushed 
the shells, retrieved the glands with forceps and 
placed them on squares of silk. Within minutes 
the colour of the secretion changed from a sickly 
yellow through green and blue to a deep violet-
purple.  This may well  be the first time this 
magical transformation had been observed on 
the island for three thousand years! 
 
Fran Gillespie 
A version of this feature article was first published in 
Gulf Times on 16 February 2012

  

Inge Boesken Kanold Photo: David Gillespie  
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LECTURE PROGRAMME 

The QNHG sincerely thanks all the speakers who have shared their experiences and expertise 
with us this season.     

Completed 2011-2012 lectures: 
 
October 2011 – Professor Phillip L. Watson, Program Head of the Department 
of Biological and Environmental Biology at Qatar University, gave the first 
presentation of the season on the "Biodiversity of Insects as it Relates to 
Environmental and Forensic Degradation, or How Bugs Tell Us What is 
Happening Without an Agenda". We now appreciate all the creepy-crawly 
decomposers and their usefulness in forensics.   

November 2011 – Archaeologist, Dr. Emma Tetlow, who works on the Qatar 
National Historic Environment Record (a combined project of the Qatar 
Museums Authority and the University of Birmingham, UK), spoke on the topic “ 
Environmental Archaeology is Rubbish! A fishy tale from Wadi Debayan, North 
Western Qatar”.  Will archaeologists of the future be sorting through our landfills 
and abandoned settlements trying to decipher our daily habits and lifestyles?   

  

December 2011 – Insects make up a huge part of the biodiversity on Earth 
so we had two insect talks in the Fall!  While visiting Qatar, Dr. Edward 
Barrows’ (Georgetown University, Department of Biology in Washington, 
D.C., USA) introduced us to the “Arthropods of the Dyke Marsh Wildlife 
Preserve (Potomac River, USA)” and showed portions of the movie “Life on 
the Edge”. 

January 2012 – Things got fishy with the Director of the (newly established) Qatar 
Natural History Museum, Dr. Fareed Krupp, who spoke on “Freshwater and 
Marine Fish Conservation in the Arabian Peninsula”.  Did you have any idea how 
many different and amazing fish there are in the Gulf? 

 

February 2012 – Dr. Robert Carter gave us a thorough introduction to the 
pearling trade and culture of the Gulf in his talk “Pearls and the Making of the 
Arabian Gulf”.  An article that appeared in the Gulf Times about his talk written by 
Fran Gillespie is presented on p. 13 – 14. 

 

March 2012 – Arabian leopards were the topic of our March speaker, Mr. 
David Stanton (founder and Executive Director of the Foundation for the 
Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen).  He presented “Protecting 
Yemen’s Leopards: Challenges and Successes”.  He thanks QNHG 
members for their generous support in a follow up article on p. 14 – 15.   

4 April 2012 – We just couldn’t get enough of pearls, and Dr.Hubert Bari 
(Director of the Qatar Pearl and Jewellery Museum established by the Qatar 
Museum’s Authority) dispelled the myth that a pearl is created from a grain of 
sand and discussed the intricate relationship between the sex life of pearl-bearing 
mussels, parasites, and fish.       
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18 April 2012 – “Bedouin Weaving”  Ms. Joy Totah Hilden, an expert in Bedouin 
weaving techniques, discussed her travels and study of Bedouin Weaving throughout 
the Middle East.  In 2012 she published the illustrated book, Bedouin Weaving of Saudi 

Arabia and its Neighbours, a copy of which is available for loan in the QNHG library. 
 

2 May 2012 – “Achievements and Challenges from Al Wabra 
Wildlife Preservation”  The new Director of the Al Wabra Wildlife Preservation 
(AWWP) in Qatar, Dr. Tim Bouts, highlighted the many accomplishments and plans for 
the endangered macaws and Middle East and North African species on which they 
specialize at their top zoological and conservation research facility in Shahaniya, 
Qatar.  For more information on AWWP, see their website: http://awwp.alwabra.com/  

 

6 June 2012 – “Tales of a desert survivor: the dhub 
(spiny-tailed lizard) of Qatar”  We will close the season with 
a talk by Dr. April Conkey (Carnegie Mellon University in 
Qatar), Dr. Renee Richer (Weill Cornell Medical College in 
Qatar), Dr. Aurora Castilla (Qatar Environment and Energy 
Research Institute), and Mr. John Tribuna (Qatar Natural 
History Group).  The team will present surprizing discoveries 
about the diet of these commonly known, but little studied, 

herbivores and describe the unique adaptations that make them desert survivors.   
 
 
1 February 2012 Speaker Programme 
 
Pearls and the Making of the Arabian Gulf 
 

The lecture traced the 
key role of pearls in 
region’s economy. 
 
An audience of over 150 
attended a meeting on 
Wednesday (Feb 1), of 
the Qatar Natural 
History Group, when Dr 
Robert Carter gave a 
presentation on ‘Pearls 

and the Making of the Arabian Gulf’.  
 
Dr Carter, an archaeologist who has worked in 
Gulf countries for over 20 years and is  a senior 
lecturer at UCL Qatar, is about to publish a book 
on the history of Gulf pearling, sponsored by 
leading Qatari businessman Hussein Alfardan .  
 
The speaker traced the history of pearling and 
its important part in the economy of regions 
bordering on the Arabian Gulf spanning more 
than 7,000 years. Excavation of a Neolithic 
burial site in Sharjah, UAE has yielded over 60 
pearls, and the oldest pearl yet discovered is 

from a site in Kuwait, where pierced plaques of 
mother-of-pearl were also found.   
 
The first written description of diving with 
weights, said Carter, is found in the famous Epic 
of Gilgamesh from Mesopotamia, one of the 
oldest pieces of literature in the world and dating 
to the 7th century BC. It tells the story of the 
hero Gilgamesh who dives to find a magical 
flower at the bottom of the sea which will grant 
immortality. Pearl ornaments, made with pearls 
almost certainly exported from the Gulf, were 
extremely popular with both Greeks and 
Romans, and the 1st century AD writer Pliny the 
Elder mentions pearl jewellery in some detail, 
along with his strong disapproval of men 
wearing such frivolous ornaments!   
 
Before the revelation of Islam, said Carter, the 
earliest pearl divers in the first centuries AD 
were Nestorian Christians, and pearls were 
regarded as a Christian symbol of purity. There 
is a 6th century record of a bishop warning his 
flock not to go pearl-fishing on a Sunday! “The 
first written records of Qatar as a source of 
pearls,” noted the speaker, “are in the 10th and 
11th centuries AD. By the 14th century, the Gulf 
was doing a thriving trade in pearls, exporting to 
as far away as China, where pearls were highly 
prized. But it was not until the 18th century that 
Arab tribes founded the main pearling towns 

http://awwp.alwabra.com/
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throughout the Gulf, many of which survive as 
state capitals to this day.” 
 
By the 1830s, records indicate that almost all 
able-bodied men were engaged in pearling, and 
the pearling era reached its peak in the second 
half of the 19th century. In 1905, it was 
estimated that throughout the Gulf 74,000 men 
and 4,500 boats were employed in pearl fishing. 
Qatar, which had few other resources, had the 
highest number. “After 1910 when the trade in 
pearls peaked,” said Carter, “the industry rapidly 
declined due to a number of factors: World War 
I, followed by the invention of the cultured pearl 
in the early 1920s and the Wall Street Crash in 
1929. Widespread debt followed, with rioting by 

desperate crowds, depopulation and even 
starvation. Once the income from oil exports 
started to come in, pearl fishing almost ceased, 
although it was revived during World War II. But 
by the mid 1950s it had almost ceased.” 
 
Dr Carter concluded his presentation with a 
description of the methods employed in pearl 
fishing and  an account of the harsh and 
exhausting life of the divers, living for months at 
a time on boats so crowded that there was no 
room even to lie down. A poor diet of rice and 
fish with no fresh fruit or vegetables, he said, 
resulted in divers suffering from scurvy. 
  
Fran Gillespie in the Gulf Times Sunday 5/2 

 
 
 

 
7 March 2012 Speaker Programme  

 
Protecting Yemen’s Leopards: Origins, 

Challenges, Successes 
 

As the founder and director of the Foundation 
for the Protection of the Arabian Leopard in 
Yemen, it was my pleasure to give a 
presentation about Arabian leopards (Panthera 
pardus nimr) and our efforts to preserve them to 
the Qatar Natural History Group on March 7th.  
To put things bluntly, there is no more urgent 
conservation issue in Arabia today than the in 
situ preservation of the Peninsula’s last great 
cat.  Perhaps only one potentially viable 
population of this critically endangered 
subspecies remains - the 40 or so adults that 
range the trans-boundary area in Eastern 
Yemen and Western Oman.  There are other 
small populations in the highly fragmented range 
of Arabia’s most charismatic and endangered 
mammal, but unless we can link them with safe 
corridors and guarantee protection, each is 
destined to dissipate into oblivion.  As Dr. Urs 
Breitenmoser, co-chair of the IUCN Cat 
Specialist Group, stated in February 2011, 
“Unless drastic action is taken across its range, I 
am afraid that the Arabian leopard is not going 
to make it.”   

 

 

However, there is hope for the survival of the 
Arabian leopard as a wild animal.  The leopard 
is an adaptable and far-ranging creature that 
can slip under humanity’s radar by virtue of its 
instinctive stealth.  Because Arabian leopards 
cover hundreds of kilometers per month as they 
forage for sparse prey there is the potential for 
genetic exchange between distant, fragmented 
population centres.  It is a close call, but if 
Arabian conservationists put their collective 
mind to it, there is still time to prevent the 
leopard’s extinction in the wild. 

Most of the regional effort to save the Arabian 
leopard is devoted to captive breeding as at the 
Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian 
Wildlife in Sharjah, UAE and the National 
Wildlife Research Centre near Taif, Saudi 
Arabia.  While this may be an essential piece of 
the puzzle, there are currently no planned 

FPALY researchers Waleed Al-Ra'il and Murad 
Mohammed will benefit from the QNHG donations 
Photo ©FPALY 
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reintroductions of captive-bred leopards into the 
wild. In situ conservation therefore offers the 
best option for preventing the extinction of 
Arabia’s most charismatic mammal as a wild 
animal.   Oman has a strong government 
programme to preserve its leopards in Dhofar.  
Yemen, through the Foundation for the 
Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen is 
gaining expertise in protecting leopards and 
increasing awareness of their plight in this much 
misunderstood country. Though the leopard is 
now extinct in the UAE and possibly Saudi 
Arabia as well, resources and expertise from 
these nations could be channeled to support 
leopard conservation where it is most urgently 
needed.  Leopards may have existed in Qatar 
eons ago, but it is highly unlikely that any have 
lived there in recent years.  Nevertheless, Qatar 
also has a role to play in the preservation of the 
spotted cats by contributing human and financial 
resources to the struggle to save them. 

I am told that my presentation went quite well; 
people were polite and attentive, asked 
intelligent questions, and I chatted with many 
interested and interesting folk after the lights 
were switched back on.  I had hoped for that.  
What I hadn’t anticipated was such 
overwhelming generosity from QNHG members. 
By the end of the evening I had grossed close to 

QR 10,000 in sales and donations.  This 
unexpected windfall will contribute a good deal 
to our conservation programme.  Approximately 
half will be used to replace most of the seven 
trail cameras that have been broken or stolen 
during the past year.  The other half will be used 
to support researchers Waleed Al-Ra’il and 
Murad Mohammed as they study English in 
Sana’a. 

We at the Foundation are working as effectively 
as our limited resources allow.  While we are 
optimists at heart, we have also to be realists.  
Saving the Arabian leopard is not a problem that 
we can solve alone.  We continually seek 
alliances, inspiration, and support on the 
necessary scale to give Yemen’s leopards a 
fighting chance at survival, but our progress is 
agonizingly slow.  Nevertheless, the support that 
we received from the Qatar Natural History 
Group demonstrates that we are not alone, and 
by helping us to reinvigorate our research and 
develop the careers of two young 
conservationists, the QNHG has given us 
greater hope that we can help the Arabian 
leopard defy Dr. Breitenmoser’s sad prediction. 

David B. Stanton 

 
For more information about the Foundation for the Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen, log onto 

our website at: www.yemenileopard.org     

The most comprehensive and up-to-date source of information about our work is published in our 
monthly newsletter that can be downloaded from: http://www.yemenileopard.org/newsletters.html  

To be added to the newsletter mailing list simply send your request to: contact@yemenileopard.org 

Those wishing to communicate directly with the author of this article are invited to write to: 
david@yemenileopard.org 

 

 
 A fine male Arabian leopard photographed by a camera trap at Kharobit, Hawf Protected Area on 

February 24, 2011.  QNHG donations will help replace broken and stolen camera traps. 
Photo ©FPALY 

http://www.yemenileopard.org/
http://www.yemenileopard.org/newsletters.html
mailto:contact@yemenileopard.org
mailto:david@yemenileopard.org
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QNHG End-of-Season Museum Tour & Luncheon  
 
Join all your QNHG friends for a tour of Sheikh Faisal’s museum and relax and reminisce with a 
luncheon afterwards in the Museum’s majlis.  The Museum makes improvements and additions each 
year, so there is always something new to see. 

END-OF-SEASON  LUNCHEON – OPEN TO ALL QNHG MEMBERS 

VENUE:  SHEIKH FAISAL’S BIN QASSIM AL-THANI MUSEUM, DUKHAN ROAD 
http://www.sheikhfaisalmuseum.com/ 

DATE:  Saturday, 26 May 2012  

TIMINGS:  Museum Tour at 1100 hours / Lunch in Majlis at 1330 hours   

SPEAKER :  QNHG Chair, End-of-Season Report  

SALES: Tickets are limited and selling like hotcakes!  

Adults – QR100.00 / Children under 18 – QR50.00  

On request and at Speaker-meeting on 02 May  

Final ticket-sales at Noon on Monday, 21 May (contact social-secretary@qnhg.org)  

Members may bring guests, ticket prices as above  

 
QNHG SOUK 

 

We try to source items that are of interest / useful  to our members - 
if you see any item that you feel may be of benefit / interest to others 
(camping / rambling / art / literature), please give us a shout so that 
we can make a wholesale bulk purchase for the benefit of all 
members.   

Items on sale at all monthly Speaker-meetings and on request from 
the Souk-Sheika. 
 

WATER BOTTLES, Only QR 20 Each!  

If you think, “Why buy”, this is why: 

Insulated,   HOT or COLD 
Cap attached   On chain 
Large capacity  1-litre  
Re-usable   Saves plastic 
Durable plastic  Stays cool 
Shoulder strap  Easy-to-carry 
 Industrial strength  Industrial supplier 
QNHG logo   QNHG souvenir 
Availability   QNHG functions 
 

SUN HATS, Only QR 40 Each!  

Aren’t these features compelling enough to have one: 

Cotton   Washable  
With chin cord  For wind 
One size   Fits all family members   
Collapsible  Easy-to-pack  
QNHG logo   QNHG souvenir  
Availability   QNHG functions  

 
The prices of the above mentioned products have not changed since 2010. 

 
Patricia Grindley 
Overseas Trip Co-ordinator 
QNHG 
 

http://www.sheikhfaisalmuseum.com/
mailto:social-secretary@qnhg.org
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QNHG MEMBERSHIP 

QNHG Membership Guidelines 
• Our new season starts in the month of October every year. 
 
 • Membership to the Qatar Natural History Group is to be renewed on a yearly basis. 
 
 • A membership period coincides with our season (October to September of the next year). 
 
 • Membership applications are accepted throughout the year. Memberships always expire on    
September 30th of each year. 
 
 • There are two types of memberships with the following membership fees (effective October 2010): 
      - Single Membership (QR.50/year) 
      - Family Membership (QR.100/year) 
 

Members from last season do not need to repeat the online registration process – simply pay your new 
season fees at the next meeting or event. 

 
QNHG Membership Application Process for NEW members 

1. Applicant submits membership request using the online application form : http://qnhg.org/user/register  

2. Applicant receives an email confirming the successful submission of the membership application. 

3. The applicant's membership to QNHG remains blocked until membership fees are received. 

4. Membership fees may be paid at any QNHG event: general meeting; ramble or special event. 

5. Once the membership fees have been received, the applicant's membership is changed to active and 
access to all web site functions is enabled (a login password will be emailed to the Member). The 
applicant will receive QNHG emails from this time. 

6.  Please make sure to add admin@qnhg.org to your email list of trusted contacts, so that your QNHG 
emails do not get bounced back or sent to your Spam box. 

If you have paid season dues and are not receiving emails, please contact the Membership Secretary 
and the Webmaster. 
 

http://qnhg.org/user/register
http://qnhg.org/user/register
mailto:admin@qnhg.org
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2011/12 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
 

Please thank your 2011/2012 Steering Committee members for all their hard work 
this season! 
 

 
Chairman: 
April Conkey 
chairman@qnhg.org   
 
Secretary:  
Vacant 
secretary@qnhg.org   
 
Treasurer: 
Roeland Weisfelt                        
treasurer@qnhg.org  
 
Membership Secretary:                            
Anthony Watts 
membership-secretary@qnhg.org   
 
Newsletter Editors: 
Lynn Totten 
newsletter-editor@qnhg.org 
 
PR & Media: 
Fran Gillespie 
pr-representative@qnhg.org 
 
Social Secretary:  
Ros Hewitt 
social-secretary@qnhg.org   

 

 

                                                                                        
Talk Co-ordinators: 
Fran Gillespie  
Orlin Lavallie (Audio-visual organizer) 
talks-coordinator@qnhg.org 
 
Ramble / Fieldtrips Team: 
Adrian Teague 
field-trip-coordinator@qnhg.org 
rambles-coordinator@qnhg.org  
 
Overseas Trips Co-ordinator: 
Patricia Grindley 
overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org   
 
Webmasters: 
Shakir Hussain and Mihai Gerlach 
webmaster@qnhg.org               
 
Librarian: 
Ana Maria Nomico 
librarian@qnhg.org 

 

2012/2013 Season Position Vacancies (to start September 2012):   

Short descriptions of the positions are available at http://www.qnhg.org/aboutus/contactus  

Send an email to the Chair (chairman@qnhg.org) for more information or to volunteer:

 Chairman  

 Secretary  

 Rambles Co-ordinator  

 Audio-Visual Organizer  

 Overseas Trips Co-ordinator 

 QNHG Souk 

mailto:chairman@qnhg.org
mailto:secretary@qnhg.org
mailto:treasurer@qnhg.org
mailto:membership-secretary@qnhg.org
mailto:social-secretary@qnhg.org
mailto:field-trip-coordinator@qnhg.org
mailto:rambles-coordinator@qnhg.org
mailto:overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
mailto:webmaster@qnhg.org
mailto:librarian@qnhg.org
http://www.qnhg.org/aboutus/contactus
mailto:chairman@qnhg.org
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